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the same authority over the Commander of the Forces
that the King's Government exercised, through the Secre-
tary of State, over the Commander-in-Chief.
In the meantime Lord Cathcart arrived. The high
Government officials in Ireland were English gentlemen,
greatly concerned in upholding the best traditions of their
race and of their class. He was welcomed by Lord Hard-
wicke with the gracious courtesy which was one of his
most attractive characteristics, and by Lord Redesdale
and Mr. Wickham with kindly greeting. He dined
privately with the Viceroy and a great dinner was given
in his honour two days later, when he met the chief officers
of his staff, the Chancellor, the two Archbishops and some
of the Judges and leading peers. He was very cordial,
and his tact and friendliness produced a favourable impres-
sion on the apprehensive statesmen, though their indigna-
tion with his Chief and with the English Government was
not diminished.
Charles Yorke was much surprised and distressed at the
indignation "this unlucky paper" seemed to have made
on the Irish Administration. He replied to his brother that
the Instructions to Lord Cathcart were decided upon by
Addington, Lord Castlereagh and himself after much
thought and discussion, that there was no doubt that the
chief control and supremacy should remain in the hands
of the Lord Lieutenant, and he hoped an official discussion
of the matter would be avoided in the present critical state
of affairs, as Lord Cathcart was determined to support the
Irish Government and knew he was obliged to obey orders
given by the Lord Lieutenant in the King's name. He only
hoped he would not be unnecessarily interfered with.
Yorke concluded by telling the Viceroy that if he felt
the instructions to Lord Cathcart were incompatible with
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